Latin 5-6/7-8 Poetry

Fall Semester 2008-2009

Welcome to Latin Poetry! In this class we will continue honing our translating abilities and our knowledge of Latin grammar, while exploring the fascinating world of Latin poetry. During this part of the semester we will focus on Martial’s Epigrams and the stories of Ovid. We will also review the literary devices that you should remember from English class. Finally we will learn how to scan (diagram poetic meter) poems, and analyze the reflection of Roman culture in these poems.

This course will have a variety of textbooks, so we will be taking parts from many books and xeroxing them when necessary. Some of this coursework can be found online; therefore, an internet connection is a must. I would also suggest that each one of you carry a Latin-English dictionary to help with translations, and a binder to collect all of your work in. 

Since this class is meeting in the same period as Latin 3-4, we will meet once a week. Therefore, it is imperative that you keep up with your work and hand it in on time. We will be going over these translations in class, and will be working on sight translations, so having a working knowledge of the vocabulary is essential. Following is our semester syllabus, which is always subject to change:

Bona Fortuna!

9/2 – introduce course objectives and rules

9/4 – NLE review; start working on grammar review project

9/8 – present grammar review project

9/15 – present grammar review project

9/22 – NLE review; review literary devices (quiz); introduce Martial

9/29 – read & take notes on pp. 8-13; Martial & scansion quiz

10/6 – Section A

10/13 – Section B 

10/20 – Section C

10/27 – Section D

10/31 - Word Journal due (32 words)

11/3 – Section E

11/10 – Martial Quiz

11/17 – Martial Analysis due

11/24 – read & take notes on Ovid; Ovid Quiz

12/1 – “autobiography”

12/8 – “hardships” & amores (online)

12/15 – “dido to aeneas”

12/16 – Saturnalia Banquet 
12/22-1/2 = Winter Vacation

1/5 – “founding of rome”

1/9 – “perseus and Andromeda”

1/12 – “midas and the golden touch”

1/16 – all make-up work due

1/19 – holiday
1/20 – ovid analysis due; ovid quiz

1/23 Verb Mastery Test (35 MC)

1/26 – Word Journal due (36 words); review

1/28 – final exam (25MC + translation & scansion)
