Aristotle – Politics
Question – What type of government will best serve the “public good?”

	Government Type
	Positive Aspects
	Negative Aspects

	Kingship/Monarchy
	· 1 ruler

· Focus of all attention is on the common good
	· Tyranny/dictatorship can happen

· Self interest of ruler dominates

	Aristocracy 
	· “best” are leaders

· Elite group – best of the best

· Most “qualified”
	· Oligarchy can exist

· The group cares about its own needs

· Exclude interest of nonmembers

	Constitutional 
	· All citizens participate
	· Focus concerns only on the masses

· Least “qualified” get a say in important matters


Self interest is everyone’s goal, but people also recognize that they may have to live in a community
