Highlights for Prologue.3

1066 – William of Normandy invades England & conquers it

King Henry II in 1100s creates jury system & uses common law

1215 – Magna Carta signed by King John I limits power of monarch, taxes subject to approval of barons, guarantees certain political rights of citizens
Model Parliament – 1295 - Edward I creates for increase of taxes, includes not just nobles but knights & burgesses, sets model for House of Lords & House of Commons

1600s – Parliament vs. Stuart kings, English Civil War, Charles I beheaded b/c believes in divine right of kings & ignores Parliament’s power

Commonwealth of England – Lord Protector = Oliver Cromwell, succeeded by son Richard, puritan reign

Restoration = 1660, Charles II asked to be king of England, son of Charles I

1679 – Habeas Corpus Amendment Act – person can’t be detained without just cause

Glorious revolution – 1688, Parliament asks Mary (daughter of James II, preferred by Parliament b/c protestant, not catholic) & husband William of Orange to be king & queen = William III & Mary II

English Bill of Rights 1689 – William & Mary agree to power of Parliament to choose monarch, agree to protect certain citizens’ rights, agree to follow laws of land, officially sets England as constitutional monarchy

Remember that England’s government is fluid – changes based on additional laws, not amendments like US government
