Era of Napoleon 

I. 
Early Years 

A. Born on the island of Corsica in 1769 

B. Parents of minor nobility but little money 

C. Studied at military schools as a young boy 

D. Success at an early age - brilliant but combative 

E. Fought for the Republic during the Revolution 

F. Military success increased his popularity 

1. defeated the Italians - Treaty of Campo Formio 

2 campaigns in Egypt (disastrous except for the Rosetta stone) 

G. Called by the Directory (weak) back to Paris 
H.Coup d'Etat in 1799 

II. Actions as Leader of France 


A. Appointed himself first Consul in 1799, then Consul for Life 

(1802) 

B.Reforms/Changes 

1. Concordat with Catholic Church (1801) to heal the rift 

2. Public Education 

3. Merit System 

4. Brought stability to govt. and economy 

5. Sold Louisiana to the United States in 1803 

6. Established Napoleonic Code (civil law) in 1804 (did not apply to women) 

C. Crowned himself Emperor in 1804 

D. Defeated Russian and Austrian armies at Austerlitz, though British navy was victorious at Trafalgar (Spain) under Lord Nelson. 
E. Created Confederation of the Rhine (German Territories) and Grand Duchy of Warsaw in Poland - controlled all of Western Europe except Spain. 

F. Devised the Continental System (European ports could not accept British goods) in an attempt to destroy England's economy. (an eventual disaster) 

G. Spread Nationalism and ideals of the Revolution ... a good thing? 

H. Divorced his wife Josephine due to lack of heirs and married 18 year old Austrian archduchess Marie Louise. 

I. 1811 - Russia pulled out of the Continental System, so Napoleon attacked with his Grand Army in 1812 - disaster for the French 

J. Tried to rebuild his army, but was defeated at the Battle of Leipzig by combined European forces in 1814. 

K. Exiled to Elba Island. 
III. Napoleon - One more time 

A. Napoleon left Elba and tried to raise a new army. 

B. Marched into Paris and ruled again for 100 Days 

A. June 1815 - Defeated at Waterloo, Belgium by the armies Wellington (England) and Blucher (Prussia) 

B. Exiled again to St. Helena in the South Atlantic 

C. Died in 1821. 

