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PRIMARY SOURCE from The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights

The United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on
December 10, 1948. The purpose of the Declaration was to set human rights
standards for all nations. As you read the following excerpt, think about
whether people around the world have these rights today. 

Section 3

Preamble

Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity
and of the equal and inalienable rights of all

members of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have
outraged the conscience of mankind, and the
advent of a world in which human beings shall
enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom
from fear and want has been proclaimed as the
highest aspiration of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be com-
pelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion
against tyranny and oppression, that human rights
should be protected by the rule of law, . . .

Whereas Member States have pledged them-
selves to achieve, in cooperation with the United
Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental free-
doms,

Whereas a common understanding of these
rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance
for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore,

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
proclaims
Article 1. All human beings are born free and

equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights
and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.

Article 3. Everyone has the right to life, liberty
and security of person.

Article 4. No one shall be held in slavery or 

servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be pro-
hibited in all their forms.

Article 5. No one shall be subjected to torture
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

Article 6. Everyone has the right to recognition
everywhere as a person before the law.

Article 7. All are equal before the law and are
entitled without any discrimination to equal protec-
tion of the law. All are entitled to equal protection
against any discrimination in violation of this
Declaration and against any incitement to such 
discrimination.

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective
remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the
constitution or by law.

Article 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary
arrest, detention or exile.

Article 10. Everyone is entitled in full equality
to a fair and public hearing by an independent and
impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights
and obligations and of any criminal charge against
him.

Excerpt from “The Universal Declaration of Human Rights”
(United Nations, December 10, 1948). Copyright © United
Nations. All United Nations rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission.

Activity Options
1. Analyzing Issues With a small group of class-

mates, discuss the rights outlined in the 
UN Declaration. Then identify at least two coun-
tries in which residents do not have these rights
and explain what conditions exist that deny the
people these rights.

2. Comparing Make a chart to compare this UN
Declaration with the English Bill of Rights,
Declaration of Independence, and Declaration
of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. Then
share your chart with classmates.
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Text Box
Excerpt from "Universal Declaration of Human Rights, December 10, 1948." Used by permission of the United Nations. 




