Notes: Plato’s Republic
“If human beings are to live an ethical life, they must do it as citizens of a just state.”

The Republic – 437-347BCE, real name= Aristocles, Plato’s version of an utopian state to use as a model for Athens, which he felt had fallen into corruption

Founded on rational ideas and universal principles rather than traditional ones = reality (ideals) vs. phenomenon (how humans experience/interpret)

Not to be based on the idea that “might makes right” (Sophists = everything is relative to a situation; rules are not ot be based on higher laws but on who was most powerful)

Goal: moral improvement of citizens not increased by power or possessions

Requirement: leaders who were wise, virtuous and educated

Plato’s Criticism of Athens’ Democracy:

1. Common man is given too much power which he is not qualified to handle (eg. – foreign policy decisions or executive power)

2. Leaders are chosen for non-essential reasons – based on good speeches, good looks or social connections

3. Too much liberty leads to a loss of self-discipline and lack of respect for the laws

4. When chaos eventually ensues, a dictator will take over by promising to take money from the rich and give it to the poor

Athens can only be saved when the wisest of the people rule (called philosopher kings) … governemtn has fallen into the hands of amateurs

As opposed to his teacher and mentor Socrates, Plato believed only a few were capable of rule

Organization of Plato’s Republic:

Human nature has 3 capacities: Reason (pursuit of knowledge), Spiritedness (eg – courage) and Desire (food, possessions, etc)

People fall into 3 groups:

1. Rulers = possess wisdom (brain)

2. Soldiers = possess courage (spirit/heart)

3. Masses/Producers = driven by desires (appetite)

However there is equal opportunity for both sexes = radical

· The community of the Republic recognizes the primacy of the intellect

· People are assigned to tasks based on their skills

· People are sorted in a rigorous educational system

· Properly educated philosopher kings do not seek power or wealth, but ways to best serve the needs of the community. However, they would be absolute rulers, because they know best.

· Ordinary people could be told “noble lies” because they need to be kept in line and can’t be trusted with the truth.

Plato rejected:

· Right to participate in government

· Equality before the laws

· Checks on the power of the leaders

To save Athens, power and wisdom must be joined together.

