Notes:  Beginnings of the French Revolution

What is a Revolution? (Change or overthrow of an old system in favor of a 


new one) 
 

Why do they occur? (existing order or system is incapable or unwilling to respond
to the times.
r 

• 
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Conditions in France in 1788 

Political
· Ancien Regime – power in the hands of an absolute monarch
.• Estates General was the “advisory” to the king; last called to meet in 1614. 

· Three “Estates” – 1st = clergy, 2nd = nobles, 3rd = everyone else

• Most decision making done by the 1st and 2nd Estates which were supportive of  the king. 

· 3rd Estate = 97% of population but had 

Iimited political power/decision – making ability. 
• Rigid social classes, " 
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· Rich lived extravagant lives, 

owned most of the land that was worked by the peasants 

· Catholic. Church owned 10% of the land; Most people were Catholic. 

Economic

· Huge government debt from wars with England and government spending 

· 25% of budget to the military; 6%, to 

support king’s lifestyle . 

· Whenever money was needed, taxes 


were raised 

· Unfair % of the taxes 


were paid by 
 

peasants. 

· 1st and 2nd Estate basically not taxed. 

· Church received 10% of people's income . 


(tithes) 
· Poor Harvest led to rise in food prices
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Social





Large Gap between rich and poor








Rigid social classes based on birth, not ability or talent








