Unfolding of the French Revolution 

I. 1789 
• 

A. Calling of the Estates General - May 5 

1. First time in almost 200 years 

2. Third Estate vs. First and Second Estate 

3. Third Estate declares itself the National Assembly 

4. Tennis Court Oath taken 

B. Storming of the Bastille - July 14 

1. Paris mob fears the troops assembled at Versailles 

2. Liberation of a symbol of ancien regime oppression 

3. Symbolic start of the Revolution C. Revolution C. Revolution Spreads - July - November 

1 End of feudalism as peasants burn records of feudal obligations 

2 Assembly issues Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen 
3. Women's Bread March on Versailles; king returns to Paris 

4. Property of clergy is confiscated- new distribution of wealth 

II. 1790 -1791 

A. Civil Constitution of the Clergy - February 

1. Priests ordered to swear loyalty to French govt. 

B. Constitutional Monarchy - February - June 1791 

1. Based on English Bill of Rights 

2. Limited Monarchy established 

C. Downfall of the Monarchy (June 1791) 

1. Louis attempts to flee France but is caught 
2. Prussia and Austria threaten war – Declaration of Pilnitz
III. 1792 

A. Legislative Assembly - April 

1. Moderates (Bourgeoisie) 

 

2. Declares war on Austria 
 

3. Defeats and economic crisis leads to growing discontent 

B. End of the Monarchy - August 

1. Assembly abolishes monarchy 

2. New constitution is written 

3. Sans-culottes (lower middle class) lead call for universal suffrage (vote) 

4. Moderates (Girondins) lose control of the Assembly 
C. National Convention - September 20 

1 Army victorious against Prussians at Valmy 

2 Convention changes calendar - symbol that everything is changing 
IV. 1793 
 

A. Louis Executed - January 

B. More War - February 

1. Convention declares war on Britain and the Netherlands 

2. War declared against Spain one month later 

C. Radicals (Jacobins) take over the Convention - September 

1. Led by Robespierre 

2. Creation of Committee of Public Safety (C.O.P.S.) 

3. Opposition is silenced -the Terror- begins 

4. 4500 prisoners in jail by December
D. Marie Antoinette executed - October 

V. 1794 

A. Government is stabilized - December 93 - July 

1. Dissent is silenced 
'. 

2. Govt. controls economy and focuses on wars 
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B. Downfall of Robespierre - July 27-28 

1. Outmaneuvered by his enemies 

2. Robespierre and St. Just executed 

3. End of the Revolution 

VI. 1795 - 1799 

A. Directory Established 

1. 5 man leadership team 

2. Weak, corrupt and oppressive 

3. Rebellion threatened to break out 

B. Rise of Napoleon 

1. Successful general 

2. Called to Paris to control the mobs 

3. Staged a Coup d'Etat in 1799 

