British in India 

I. India in the Mid 1800' s 

· British East India Company controlled 3/5 of India 

· Fragmentation in culture, language and religion made India vulnerable to outside powers. 

• Attempts to "Westernize" India (Christianize, outlaw customs, etc.) 

• Indians locked out of government positions 

II. Changes in India 

· 1858 - Colonial rule was established after the Sepoy Rebellion 

· Viceroy, appointed by Queen Victoria, was put in charge 

· India as a source of raw materials and a market 

· British improved the infrastructure, agriculture, communication and availability of products. 

III. "Positive" Aspects of the British Presence 

· Peace and order in the countryside 

· Improved legal procedures 

· Education for upper class Indians 

· Internal improvements 

IV. Nationalistic Movements 

· Roy - Nationalist leader in the 1800' s 

· Combined Indian and Western cultures 

· Indian National Congress 1855 - Established by western educated Indian professionals who believed in modernization and self - rule •Muslim League - Established by the Muslim minority who feared a loss of rights if India gained independence. 

• Wanted to establish their own country - ( Pakistan - 1947) 
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Notes on China 
» China in decline - Qing (Manchu) dynasty was weakening 

» Industrial Revolution in Europe kicking in; limited contact with the Europeans since the middle ages 

» Britain tried to gain a foothold in China - Balance of Trade was uneven; China allowed access to only one port 

» Opium from India (British East India Company) was traded for Chinese goods - even though the Chinese government protested. 

Opium War- 

Britain who had superior technology, weaponry and organization 

Treaty of Nanjing 

» Reparations payments 

» Hong Kong under British control 

» No more than 5% tax on imports (Free Market Trade) » Foreigners not subject to Chinese law 

» Favored Nation Status granted to Britain - Britain got any trade deals that other nations received from China 

» 5 ports open to British trade 

Taiping Rebellion 

» Peasant revolt against what they saw as a corrupt government ~ Challenge to the Manchu Dynasty 

» 20 million people may have died (= Population of GB at the 

time) 

» While some western ideas were targeted, mostly a civil war » Southern state set up; but fell into disarray 

 »Local leaders (war lords) took over, with the help of some Europeans and crushed the revolt. 

Due to weakness, China started to lose peripheral territory: "1860​Russians create port at Vladivostok, 1870 - Japan recognizes independence of the Korean Peninsula; 1883 - French in Indochina; 1886 - British in Burma 

Self Strengthening Movement 

 »attempt at internal reform but received resistance from conservative forces within the government – so impact of reform was reduced
»Meanwhile – Japan continues to modernize

1894 -1895 

~ War with Japan - China loses Korea, Formosa (Taiwan) and Liaotong Peninsula (Port Arthur) - Manchuria to the Sea 

~ China saw that it needed to westernize/modernize like Japan 

~ Got loans from European countries but Europeans did not really want China to "catch up" - started to carve up China in a land 

grab 

~ Open Door Policy - US feared being shut out of China ​supposed to keep China independent, but really keep it open for free trade 

1899 

Boxer Rebellion (Order of Literary Patriotic Harmonious Fists) 
~ Pulled up railroads, killed Chinese Christians and 300 

foreigners 

~ European powers came together to fight back 

~ Movement continued in the south under Sun Yat-Sen 

~ Increased nationalism in China - Conservatives relinquished power in govt. 

Sun Yat - Sen (Soon yee shyan) - Western educated leader 
~ 3 principles - Nationalism; Democracy (Republic) and Economic Security 

1911 

Death of Empress - Chaos and uprisings; December - Chinese Republic Declared under Sun Yat-Sen 

Impact of Imperialism 

I. 
Economic 

:::::) global economy emerged 

:::::) raw materials from colonies :::::) finished goods to colonies :::::) growth of a money economy 

:::::) colonies = economic dependencies 

II. Cultural 

:::::) modernization = westernization 

:::::) destroyed confidence in local culture 
:::::) language and dress are more western :::::) religion changes

:::::) Columbian Exchange 

III. Politics 

:::::) local political units disrupted 

:::::) sometimes there is more stability :::::) pawns in great powers ambitions 

· IV. International Relations 

:::::) Tensions - industrial powers clash over territory 
:::::) Territorial ambitions and militarism 

V. Changes – In the West 

:::::) Growth of industry 

:::::) profits 

:::::) more awareness of non-western culture and history 

VI. Changes – In the Colonies 

:::::) local economy disrupted 

:::::) become suppliers 

:::::) migrant workers to cities - families interrupted
 :::::) destruction of artisans and handicraftsmen 

:::::) modern western systems of transportation, banking, communication and health care . 

