II. 

Imperialism: Domination by one country of the political, economic or cultural life of another country or region. 

I. 

III. 

Reasons for Imperialism 

A. Economic Interests 

1. Raw materials 

2. Markets 

3. Investment 

4. Outlet for increasing population 

B. Political Interests 

1. Prestige 

2. Nationalism 

3. Containment of rivals expansion 

C. Military Interests 

1. Ports for navies 

2. Control of an area (strategic or defensive) 

D. Humanitarianism 

1. Spread of white culture and technology 

2. Spread of government systems and laws 

E. Religious 

F. Racism (Social Darwinism) 

Reasons for European Success 

A. Decline of old civilizations - lack in unified strength 

B. Western superior technology and weaponry (machine gun) 

Forms of European Control 

A. Colonies (Foreign power rules) 

1. Direct - FP sends leaders 

2. Indirect - FP controls local leaders 

B. Protectorate (Local leaders rule, but must obey FP) 

C. Sphere of Influence - Exclusive trade and investment rights 

Imperialism in Africa 

• "When the Whites came to our land, we had the land and they had the Bible; now we have the Bible and they have the land" 


I. 
Exploration of Africa 

A. Initially limited to the exterior due to geography 

B. Resources and strategic location made it desirable to industrialized economies 

C. Competition between industrialized countries necessitated an agreement 

II. The Berlin Conference 

A. Territorial disputes over the Congo led to the conference held in Berlin between November 15, 1884 and November 26, 1885 under the leadership of Bismarck 


B. In attendance: Great Britain, Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, 

Russia, USA, Portugal, Denmark, Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, Belgium and Turkey. 

C. Goals of the conference: Control slave trade and humanitarian concerns but really about dividing up Africa. 

D. Article 34: 

1. European powers who took possession land along the coast, must inform members of the Congress or the claim wouldn't be recognized. 

1. Sphere of Influence doctrine- the claim extended to the interior 

E. Article 35: 

1. To occupy a possession, must have the resources to 

regulate trade and transit. 

2. Effective Occupation: reduced the conflict 
III. Importance of the Berlin Conference 

A. Created rules of "effective occupation" - prevented war between 

 
imperialist powers. 

B. Lack of consideration for indigenous peoples 

C. Political boundaries established by the conference still exist and continue to cause conflicts today
IV. African Colonial Experience 

A. Tribal Leadership 

1. Did not possess authority to sign treaties 

2. Indirect rule was prevalent - got workers for mines and plantations 

B. Governing the Colonies 

1. No uniform policy - 

2. home country expected self- sufficiency - local governors made policy 

 
C. Post WWI 

1. League of Nations divided the colonies 

2. New Humanitarian outlook - focus on education 

3. Assumption that Africans would be assimilated into European culture (except Britain) 

4. Not enough investment or transference of Europeans to Africa (except South Africa) 

What problems led to the decline of the Ottoman Empire, Egypt and Iran? 

Ottoman Empire: 

Cause for decline 

· Central government lost control over powerful groups 

· Internal corruption 

· Lost support of some religious groups (Wahhabi - Orthodox 

groups) 

· Western Imperialism 

CI Nationalistic revolts (Greeks, Serbs, Bulgarians and Romanians) :J And Europeans eyed this territory. 

Reform Attempts: 

· Western Influence - tax collection and bureaucracy 

· Rebuilt/improved infrastructure (railroads, etc.)  
· :J Modernized education and the military 

o Invested in sciences and technology improvements 

Egypt:
· Debt from canal (Suez) loans 

· Sold the "stock" or interest in the canal 

· Bought by the British 

· Became a British Protectorate 

Iran:

· Some reform though leaders were dictators 

· Oil discovered - Battle between Russia and Britain 

· Division - nationalistic groups (middle class wanted to be more Western; rural wanted to be more traditional - anti western and anti government.) 

