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(Primary Source)
Of Political Liberty and the Constitution of England
Political liberty is to be found only in moderate governments; and even in these it is not
always found. It is there only when there is no abuse of power: but constant experience
shows us that every man invested with power is apt to abuse it, and to carry his
authority as far as it will go.
To prevent this abuse, it is necessary, from the very nature of things, that power should po
be a check to power. o
The political liberty of the subject is a tranquility of mind arising from the opinion each -
person has of his safety. In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the government be -
so constituted as one man need not be afraid of another. :
When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, orin the same body o
‘ of magistrates, there can be no liberty. . . . w&r :
/
Again, there is no liberty if the judiciary power be>7)\n( e :
not separated from the legislative and executive. o
In perus:ng the admirable treatise of Tacitus on :
themar - -~ of theancient German tribes, we find -
0 itis from nat nation the English have borrowed poss
N ‘t-;,“-". ot e ] the idea of their political government. This beau- e
S JPES ECFUD AT, ¢ tiful systemn was invented first in the woods. . . . o
| # ohatoreEsquier, on
‘ Neither do I pretend by this to undervalue other G
governments, nor to say that this extreme politi- g
. cal liberty ought to give uneasiness to those who
| g e eme have only a moderate share of it. How should I
M oL il h#ve any such design; I who think that even the
i ey highest refinement of reason is not always desir-
B i ::':;‘;,_;__,, able, and that mankind generally find their ac-

count better in mediums than in extremes?
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